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A co-production between Women on the Verge trio, Voice Studies 
at the University of Toronto and the U of T New Music Festival. 

This concert made possible in part by a generous gift 
from Catherine Ukas. 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. 
For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, 
the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. 

Today, this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across 
Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 







PROGRAM NOTES 


The Sparks & Wiry Cries songSLAM is a unique opportunity for emerging 
classical music composer/performer teams to premiere new art songs and 
compete for cash prizes. Teams present a new song of no more than 5 
minutes for voice and piano in any language for the voting audience, who — 
in the poetry slam tradition — will then vote on their favourites and award up 
to $2,000 in prize money. 


First Prize $1,000 CAD 
Second Prize $600 CAD 
Third Prize $400 CAD 


Further prizes may be granted at the discretion of the Co-Artistic Directors 
of Sparks & Wiry Cries, including but not limited to: professional recording 
for use by the composer and performers, and online publication and sales of 
selected songs, hosted through Sparks & Wiry Cries’ website. 

#songSLAM2019 

#UofTVoice 

#WomenonVerge 

#sparksandwirycries 


Welcome and opening remarks by Women on the Verge 






songSLAM2019 TEAMS 

Performance order will be announced from the stage 


Sueno Despierto (text: Jose Marti) 

Sami Anguaya, composer and vocalist; Shreya Jha, pianist 

The Bond (text: Miriam Waddington) 

Amy Brandon, composer; Geoffrey Conquer, pianist; Sara Schabas, vocalist 
Vagabond (text: Bliss Carmen) 

Maria Case, composer and pianist; Melanie Conly, vocalist 
Stars (text: Marjorie Pickthall) 

Abigail de Niverville, composer; Carolyn Beaudoin, vocalist; Scott Downing, 
pianist 

i carry your heart with me (text: e.e. cummings) 

Benjamin Gabbay, composer and pianist; Maria Milenic, vocalist 

Fontainebleau (text: Lara Dodds-Eden, Bram Gielen, Alex Samaras) 

Bram Gielen, composer; Alex Samaras, vocalist; Lara Dodds-Eden, pianist 

Magnetic (text: Kanika Ambrose) 

Rebecca Gray, composer and vocalist; Marketa Ornova, pianist 
Al claro de luna (text: Delmira Agustini) 

Laurence Jobidon, composer and pianist; Vivien Shotwell, vocalist 

At Sunset (text: E. Pauline Johnson (Tekah ion wake)) 

Danika Loren, composer; Jonathan MacArthur, vocalist; Darren Creech, 
pianist 

Indian Summer (text: William Wilfred Campbell) 

Michael Nunes, composer and piano; Gabrielle Turgeon, soprano 

He Holds Her In His Arms (text: Eugene Benson) 

Milen Petzelt-Sorace, composer and pianist; Holly Chaplin, vocalist 

Thanksgiving in Weiser (text: Madelein Bowman, Jordan Bowman, 

Nathan Scalise) 

Nathan Scalise, composer and pianist; Jordan Bowman, vocalist 


BIOGRAPHIES 



Women on the Verge was formed 
in 2016 by American soprano 
Emily Martin, Canadian soprano 
Elizabeth McDonald and Canadian 
pianist Kathryn Tremills. The trio 
is connected by the performers’ 
mutual desire to explore the common 
thread of women’s lives through the 
millennia, including their strengths, 
struggles, and collective experiences. 
These concerts are a forum to 
share information and experiences, 
to explore our knowledge and 
understanding of the music and 
text, and provide the audience an 
opportunity to learn about and reflect 
on situations and issues that have 
confronted women for a lifetime. 


cultural displacement based on the 
current worldwide refugee crisis. 

This work, Blue of the Distance , 
was premiered in Toronto, Ontario, 
and with the support of the Canada 
Council for the Arts, received its 
European premier in Paris, France. 

Their 2018-19 program “Expectations 
and Desires,” supported by a Touring 
and Circulation Grant from the 
Canada Council, will be performed 
in London, UK, Reykjavik, Iceland, 
throughout Alberta and Washington 
State, on King FM Radio in Seattle, 
WA, and in their hometowns of 
Toronto, ON, and Lewisburg, PA. 

They will present master classes at 
the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, Iceland University of the 
Arts, and the Universities of Alberta, 
Calgary and Lethbridge. 

For more information on the trio, visit 
www. wo meno ntheverge. ca 


Women on the Verge is committed 
to commissioning new music written 
by women that reflect the stories of 
women from the contemporary world 
around us. The 2018 commissioned 
composer was Canadian Emilie LeBel 
who set found texts to a theme of 




Soprano Alexandra Smither is 

making a name for herself in the 
worlds of both old and new music. 
With a vocal technique described as 
“beautiful, elegant, and masterfully 
manipulated” ( Schmopera ), she 
was named one of CBC’s “30 
Young Hot Classical Musicians 
Under 30” in 2017. She was the 
grand prize winner at the 2017 
Eckhardt-Gramattee Competition, 
earning both first prize and the 
prize for best performance of the 
commissioned work, Nicole Lizee’s 
“Malfunctionlieder.” 

Smither made her triumphant debut 
with Houston Grand Opera as 
Younger Alyce in their production 
of Tom Cipullo’s Glory Denied. She 
returned to Houston Grand Opera 
in May as Diana in Cruzar la cara 
de la Luna. Of her 2018 New York 
debut at the Baryshnikov Arts Center 
of Luciano Berio’s Sequenza III, 

The Threepenny Blog called her 
“an extraordinarily adept soprano, 
one who can shriek, gurgle, cackle, 


mutter, gesture, and declaim as well 
as sing beautifully.” 

As a 2017 Soprano Fellow at the 
Tanglewood Festival, she made her 
Seiji Ozawa Hall debut alongside 
Emanuel Ax and Bill Hudgins in 
Schubert’s Der Hirt auf dem Felsen. 
She also performed selections from 
Berg’s Sieben Fruhe Lieder with 
the Tanglewood Festival Orchestra, 
French song, coached by Roger 
Vignoles, and Bach cantatas under 
the baton of John Harbison. Smither 
returned for her second fellowship 
at Tanglewood in the summer 
of 2018; highlights included the 
premiere of Theo Chandler’s “Two 
Taylor Songs” which were written 
for her, and the premiere of a new 
work by Oliver Leith under the baton 
of Thomas Ades. Additionally her 
“high bright voice embodied Max’s 
shrill ravings to perfection” ( Boston 
Musical Intelligencer) in a memorial 
performance of Oliver Knussen’s 
“Where the Wild Things Are.” 

Alexandra Smither has held 
fellowships at the Banff Centre 
for Arts and Creativity, Songfest, 

Fall Island Vocal Arts, The Song 
Continues at Carnegie Hall, and 
Music Academy of the West. 2018 
brought diverse performance from 
the Metropolis New Music Festival in 
Melbourne to early music ensembles 
Ars Lyrica and Emmanuel Church. 
2018-19 brings performances 
with BARE Opera in New York, 
the Baryshnikov Arts Center, the 
Wyoming Symphony, and Radio- 
Canada. 






2019 New Music Festival 

Thu Jan 17 | 7:30 pm | Walter Hall | Ticketed 
OPERA DOUBLE BILL: 

The Raven and The Maiden from the Sea (Futari Shizuka) 

Sun Jan 20 | 2:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre | Free 
OPERA STUDENT COMPOSER COLLECTIVE: Who Killed Adriana? 

Sun Jan 20 | 8 pm | Koerner Hall | Ticketed 
Esprit Orchestra presents Constellations with Wallace Halladay, saxophone 

Mon Jan 21 and Tue Jan 22 | 10 am to 12 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Composition Master Classes with Toshio Hosokawa 

Mon Jan 21 | 6:30 pm pre-concert talk, 7:30 pm concert 
Walter Hall | Ticketed 

Faculty Artists and guests perform music by Toshio Hosokawa 

Tue Jan 22 | 12:10 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Mathieu-Chua Duo 

Tue Jan 22 | 7:30 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Karen Kieser Prize Concert 

Wed Jan 23 | 12 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Percussion and Electronics Concert 

Wed Jan 23 | 7:30 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Composing Chamber Music Class Concert 

Thu Jan 24 | 12:10 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Gen-dai-ongaku - CME performs contemporary Japanese music 

Thu Jan 24 | 7:30 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
Justyna Gabzdyl piano recital 

Fri Jan 25 | 7:15 pm pre-concert talk, 8 pm concert 
Walter Hall | Ticketed 

New Music Concerts presents Toshio Hosokawa: A Portrait 

Sat Jan 26 | 7 pm Symphony Talk, 7:30 pm concert 
MacMillan Theatre | Ticketed | UTSO with UTJO and Sae Hae Bae, piano 

Sun Jan 27 | 7:30 pm | Walter Hall | Free 
U of T Jazz Faculty 

Visit music.utoronto.ca for program and ticket information. 



Thank 

The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of 
the individuals, foundations, and 
corporations who gave annual gifts 
of $1,000 or more between January 
1,2017 and November 1,2018, 
in support of our students and 
programs. Thank you for the part you 
are playing in advancing the cause of 
music education in Canada. 
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For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Bruce Blandford 
at 416-946-3145 or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music. 


Want to stay informed of our upcoming events? 

Sign up for our What’s Happening 
e-newsletter at bit.ly/UofTMusic-enews 

Follow us @UofTMusic 

Visit music.utoronto.ca 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 






